iy

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

f
¢




ABOUT US

We met nearly ten years ago, and the sparks flew instantly.
Colin has continued his dream of being a pilot and, since we
have met, has become a captain at his airline. Jerry is happy
to be able to do what he loves: teaching new hire healthcare
workers of a large healthcare organization. Since our first
date, we have been best friends and, most importantly, a
team. We have always worked together, and being parents has
further proven we can always rely on each other. While we
continue to be career-oriented people, we have realized just
how amazing having a family is and how much it means to us,
and we cannot wait to continue growing our family through a

second adoption.

OUR HOME + PETS

Five years ago we moved into what we thought was just our
dream home on the shores of Lake Minnetonka. Little did we
realize it wasn’t just a dream home but a dream neighborhood
filled with amazing people who have become part of our family.
On a typical night in our neighborhood, you can hear sounds of
people enjoying the lake, backyard get-togethers, and children
laughing and playing. We are fortunate to have a home in the
best school district in our state. They continue to win awards
in academics, sports, theater, and arts. We also have a two-
year-old dog we rescued named Ssippi (Mississippi). She loves
nothing more than playing fetch with her sister and cuddling

on the couch after a long day.

OUR ADOPTION STORY

The discussion of adopting children was one we had very early on in our relationship. We both come from families with
a history of adopting. We have both always wanted to have a couple children. After adopting our first child, we have had
the opportunity to show her many different cultures and parts of the world. This is something we want to continue as we
grow our family. During our last adoption, we were able to meet her birthmother and discuss her wishes for her child. An
important part of this discussion was communication both during pregnancy and after adoption. Being able to understand our
daughter’s birth mother’s desires for the adoption has helped us post-adoption. We are able to remain in communication but

still following her wishes.




OUR LIFE
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MORE ABOUT

OCCUPATION: Technical training MUSICAL GROUP: Taylor Swift
EDUCATION: Some college MOVIE: Harry Potter

RACE: Caucasian DREAM VACATION: Bora Bora
RELIGION: Methodist HOLIDAY: Christmas

SPORT: Soccer TV SHOW: Gilmore Girls
FOOD: Anything French SUBJECT IN SCHOOL: English
HOBBY: Reading, cooking BOOK: Small Great Things
TRADITION: Family dinners

MORE ABOUT

OCCUPATION: Pilot MUSICAL GROUP: Dave Matthews Band
EDUCATION: Bachelor’s MOVIE: Top Gun

RACE: Caucasian DREAM VACATION: Antarctica
RELIGION: Christian HOLIDAY: Fourth of July

SPORT: Baseball TV SHOW: The Office

FOOD: Barbeque SUBJECT IN SCHOOL: Drafting
HOBBY: Woodworking, cooking BOOK: The Kite Runner

TRADITION: Family reunion
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As a family, we have formed the tradition of having a home-
cooked dinner every night. We love planning our weekly meals
and then preparing and eating them together. We take time at
each dinner to talk about the highlights of our day and express

thanks for everyone who has made it so great.

Colin comes from quite a large family. His father lives a few
miles away in a wonderful senior living complex. His extended
family is spread throughout the country, as far east as
Maryland and as far west as Hawaii. Despite the distance, they

still get together every year for a reunion at the family cabin

as well as holidays and special events.

Jerry comes from a smaller family but one that is just as close.
He has one younger brother, who is married with five children.
He also has one younger sister, who just finished college as an
early education specialist; she is also adopted. His family is very
close and never misses an opportunity to celebrate a birthday,
anniversary, or life event. His parents own a cabin where we
love to get together for four-wheeling, snowmobiling, hiking,

or just spending quality time together.

Both of our families have mixed and meshed so well, and we all

love to do dinners together and spend time with each other.




EXPECTANT MOTHER,

To a Loving Mother:

We would first like to thank you for taking the time to read
this and get to know us. Most of all, we want to thank you for
having the bravery and courage to carry this child. We can
never comprehend how difficult it must be for you to consider
adoption. However, we hope you are at least a little comforted
knowing the kind of loving home we can provide your child.

Since beginning this journey, we have come to realize how much
love and support surrounds us. Our families have expressed their
dedication to helping us raise your child in a positive, fun, and
supportive environment, and our home is surrounded by friends
we trust and who only want the best for our growing family.

We cannot wait to share our lives with your child. We want to
thank you for considering us as parents to your precious child,
and we cannot wait to meet you.

QLLBINRAN

WITH LOVE,
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